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Undergraduate ILI & Embedded Librarians

Institutional setting: 
Private university, offering Bachelors, Masters and Ph.D. degrees

User Population: 8700 undergraduate and 2300 graduate students, including both full- and part-time students; 1100 students transfer in each year; 330 full-time teaching faculty. Focus on civic engagement and “green” commitment. 

Library context: 
Core library plus additional study areas in several locations on campus; 300,000 print volumes, and an array of online resources, including mobile apps for EBSCO, Gale databases, and WorldCat; 10 librarians; 17 library staff. Librarians have faculty status. Core Library has a classroom with an Instructor's computer, a data projector and 50 student laptops. WiFi is available all over campus.  

Instructional Problem & Existing IL Programs: 
Your library already offers popular one-shot course-integrated instruction for undergraduate courses upon instructor request. The five public service librarians each teach an average of 25 one-shot sessions per semester. In addition, they teach a wide range of other workshops on topics such as plagiarism and citation management using RefWorks, business research, and education research. They also staff reference, including digital reference, email, phone reference, and an in-person reference desk. You are also responsible for maintaining the library’s blog, and tweeting library news and events. In addition, all librarians must participate in professional development activities, conduct research, do community service, and serve on various library and campus committees.

You and your colleagues are interested in the concept of "embedded librarians" and think it would be a good idea to use Facebook instead of something like Blackboard or Moodle, to reach students by going where the students are. Your Library Director is interested in having you explore the use of many different options for embedded librarians, including face-to-face group instruction, as well as Moodle, Facebook, Twitter, other social media, and mobile devices. She would like you to investigate these options for undergraduate ILI that could be utilized in many different disciplines. She is aware of the fact that librarians already spend a lot of time on ILI and that they may be worried about adding to their heavy instructional burden. So, she would like you to partner with other librarians, as well as faculty and computing center staff in developing a grant proposal to provide support for exploring, developing and implementing additional or expanded undergraduate ILI through use of embedded librarians.
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