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"Blended" ILI Credit Course for Undergrads

Institutional context: 
One of nine campuses in a large public research university system, offering Bachelors, Masters, Doctoral and Post-Doctoral degrees and programs. 

User Population: 
32,000 students total; 24,000 undergraduates (top 12% of high school senior class); 8% of undergraduates are underrepresented minorities; 4% of all students are international students; 8,000 graduate students (graduate Teaching Assistants teach a number of undergraduate courses); 2,800 faculty members; members of the general community, including high school students, college students from other institutions, teachers, visiting scholars and researchers. 

Library context: 
Third largest academic library in the country; 9 million print volumes; 91,000 periodical subscriptions (print and online); 12 libraries on campus, one off-campus library; online catalog with automated circulation; 110 librarians; 300 support staff; Undergraduate Library has 175,000 volumes, subscribes to 100 paper periodicals, and provides access to all electronic resources available to other campus libraries through local and statewide licensing.

Instructional Problem & Existing IL Programs: 
You are one of five reference/instruction librarians in the undergraduate library. Librarians all participate in an extremely heavy instructional program, including customized one-shot course-integrated sessions for 30 to 40 classes per 10-week Quarter. Librarians also offer individual research appointments, prepare and update paper point-of-use guides, instructional Web pages, and online information literacy tutorials. Librarians also spend about 10 hours/week at the Reference Desk or on digital reference. 

Your library has been a leader in reaching out to faculty and Teaching Assistants regarding basic ILI for undergraduates, and in developing new and innovative forms of ILI. You have developed and taught one-unit ILI courses for undergrads, one for upper-division undergraduates, and the other for freshmen.  With the support of the Head of your library, you have been trying to encourage other librarians to teach these and other one-unit IL courses. You think that a "blended" course (partly in-person and partly online) would entice more of them to give it a try. The Head of your library is very supportive of this idea and wants you to work with other librarians, faculty, grad students, and IT staff to develop a grant proposal to support exploring, developing and implementing such a course. 
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