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Engaging Faculty: Finding Champions

Key strategies:

• Face-to-face visits

• Customized information packets

• Common Theme website

• Faculty workshops 

• Course management system project site

• Additional presentations

• Facilitated introductions to partners, speakers
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ABSTRACT 

Students in the University of Colorado at Boulder College of Engineering and Applied Science have the 

opportunity to participate in a unique, hands-on program where they can apply their skills to solving the needs of 

developing communities worldwide. The Engineering for Developing Communities (EDC) program educates 

globally responsible engineering students and professionals who can offer sustainable and appropriate solutions to 

the endemic problems faced by developing communities worldwide. It presents a unique opportunity for 

educating a new generation of engineers who can contribute to the relief of the endemic problems faced by 

developing communities worldwide. The program contributes to meeting the United Nations Millennium 

Development Goals and involves engineering education, research and development, and outreach/service. The 

EDC program serves as a blueprint for the education of engineers of the 21st century who are called to play a 

critical role in contributing to peace and security in an increasingly challenged world. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

With a current population of more than 6.5 billion, the world is becoming a place in which human populations are 

more crowded, more consuming, more polluting, more connected, and in many ways less diverse than at any time 

in history. There is growing recognition that humans are altering the Earth’s natural systems at all scales from 

local to global at an unprecedented rate in the human history. The question now arises whether it is possible to 

satisfy the needs of an exponentially growing population while preserving the carrying capacity of our ecosystems 

and biological and cultural diversity. Another related question is what needs to be done now and in the near future 

to allow all humans to enjoy a quality of life where basic needs of water, sanitation, nutrition, health, safety, and 

meaningful work are fulfilled. The eight Millennium Development Goals set forth by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 2000 represent a major effort by all of the world’s countries and leading development institutions to 

meet the needs of the world’s poorest (United Nations Development Programme, 2003). The goals provide 

countries around the world a base for development and targets whose progress can be quantified. Now, more than 

seven years later, some progress has been made in some regions of the world while other regions are still 

struggling towards meeting those goals (United Nations, 2006).  

In the next two decades, almost 1.5 billion additional people are expected to populate the Earth with 97% of that 

growth in developing or under-developed countries (Popula tion Division, 2006). Such growth will create demands 

on an unprecedented scale for energy, food, land, water, transportation, materials, waste disposal, earth moving, 

health care, environmental cleanup, telecommunication, and infrastructure. The role of engineers will be critical in 
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Engaging Students

Key strategies:

• Overcome dislike of reading

• Featured books on reserve

• Online tools (Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn, YouTube, TEDTalks)

• Competitions

• Course assignments and 

projects, service learning
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Tourism, Conventions & Event Management
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Sports Management

“Most of the students . . . had never thought of sport organizations as anything other 

than professional/collegiate money-making enterprises. Based on their feedback, 

this project really helped open their eyes to a different avenue they could pursue in 

the sport industry.” 

October 23, 2013Information Literacy and the IUPUI Common Theme Project



Nursing
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Engaging the Campus and Community

Key strategies:

• Finding community partners

• Author visits

• Other speakers

• Documentary screenings 

• Social entrepreneur “speed 

dating”

• Student-run roundtable event
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